Excel Color — Order of Application
(Hierarchy)

Have you ever wondered why Excel, on occasion, will or will not color a cell according to your
instructions? The reason may lie in the order by which Excel applies colors.

Excel applies colors in layers. These layers are comprised of three criteria:

1. Colors automatically applied via the implementation of a Data Table
2. Colors manually applied by the user
3. Colors automatically applied via the implementation of Conditional Formatting

When using Data Tables (located on the HOME ribbon), colors are applied and controlled by the Data
Table feature. This is a great way to make tables look beautiful as well as maintaining those colors when
users manipulate the data; i.e. add/remove rows or sort the data. These colors are assigned first and

are easily overwritten by the following two methods.
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When a user selects a cell (or set of cells) and uses the Cell Fill tool, this will apply the selected color. If
the user’s cell selection currently displays color assigned by a Data Table, that color will be replaced by
the new user-defined color. User-Defined colors are assigned second and are easily overwritten by the
third method.
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When using Conditional Formatting (located on the HOME ribbon), colors are applied and controlled by

the rules set forth in the Conditional Formatting tool. Rules are applied in order that the rules are listed

from top to bottom. If more than one rule applies to the same cell, the last qualifying rule is the color to
be displayed. A qualifying color can be made to “stay” even if a later rule qualifies by enabling the “Stop
If True” checkbox listed to the right of the applicable rule.

Cenditional Formatting Rules Manager

Show formatting rules for | cyrrent Selection v

(2] Hew Rute... L2 Edit Rule... 7S DeleteRule | | & | v

Rule (applied in order shown)  Format Applies to Stap  True
Above Average AaBbCcYyZz =5A51 E O
Cell Value > 500 AaBbCcYyiz =35A51 E %

Cell Value = "NORTH' AaBbCcYyiz =35A51 E O

e IR



https://www.bcti.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/SNAGHTML16ca713.png
https://www.bcti.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/image-33.png

A Practical Example

Suppose we have a table of information and we wish to change it cosmetically based on the following
criteria:

e Use the Data Table feature to apply a blue color scheme with banded-gray rows

e Manually select certain rows and paint those rows with a yellow fill

e Use the Conditional Formatting feature to change the cell background color to red for every cell
with a sale greater than $1,500

Original Data

4 A 8 c o E F G H 1 J K L M N o P
1 IFmNm LastName  Audt Date Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Avg Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL
2 Sherra Ferrara 5202017 -$27  $1.3%0 S40 51828 $1228 $1442 951 $383  $1798 5467 $40  S$1.523 SO,
3 Let OCaidey 414017 $268 -$148 $28 $13% $321 “$225 58 131 $119 s7a7 $722 $139 851
4 Rowena  Herzog 11172016 -S202  -$3834  -$362  -$13  $1687  -S326 3449  -S180  S571  -$133 51962 S$1.991 S5,
5 Darin Randolph TAZ017  $520 S104  S1.940 S1788  S1020  $649 S1.404 S1,194  $B10 51955  -$388  S298 Si1,
8 Mareza Leblanc 212018 S257  -$344  S130  S1.694 S1.780 $1953 S1.102  -$13  $479  $104  S104 $1483 S8,
7 Isabel Mattingty 192016 -$324  $830  $637  S$IT9 1767 -S244 $46  $242  S422  $14T6  $204  $1835  $8.
8 Richare Cosby 102016 $1.228 $1.236 $708 -$260  S1.795  $1.774  s1672 $447 51720 -$83 $315 $1.400 St
9 Eisha Canales 11252018 $880 S1.411  $158  $1.649  S976 $1564 $1899  $901 $1874 $1.039  $75  $282 $12
10 Lukas Hagan 1182017 S$1,861  -S428  S332  $820  S286 S1473  $1022  -$57  $264  S006  $362 51,895 SO
11 Dyani Clegy 21872018 242 1903  -$284 S1649  S783  S785 $1.069  S968  -S401  -$474  SSIR2 $97 36,
12 lanthe Cinton 42016 $1904  $1409  $1580  $871  $O71  $1245  $807  $640  S672 8523 $105  $1301 $12,
13 Kaleigh Colazo 11732016 S264  -$12  S1.775  $1.243 S60  $1504  $354  $460  $351 $1.562 $1.792 S5 Si1,
14 Cosima Lynn 212017 $1.418 $144 -$189 $735 51588  S1843  $1.108 $49 $19 572 454 $52  s8,
15 Cadt Wayre THT201T 8490  S1,587 8322 S1618 $1920  -$30  S670  -$152 S$1876  -$330  $227  $887 ST
16 Laveme  Clemons 7212018 $1.495 1554  $1.733  $1,923  $560  $899  S1.194 S$1540  S173  $1,144  $494  S1.760 $14.
17 Maudie Johansen 142018 $1264  $842  $379  $285  S1730  S1.714  $1706  $1612  $805  $828  S1738  -$257 8126,
18 Katarina  Bryson 7222017 -$35  $1.878 $55 $1004 $1.133  $1412  $1.824  -S411  $1952 SI110  S1316  S621 S11
19 Louamn Everett 7312018 $520  -S491  $1,344  $1286  S$341  $433  $1072  $1615  $1930  $563  .$87  s809 891
20 Marded Geove 402018 S1.339  S1736  S173 S48  $1,229 S1.101 $1855  $539  S249 $25 5936 $180 S10.
21 Scotty Leone 212017 $282 $883 S1.n ~$387 S141 $824 $1083 $1012 $1690 $13 $857 $11%  s8,
22 Cohen Duarte 862017  $488  -$127  S688 $1608 $1.850 $1885 S1.144  S$403  S1821 725 -$353  S1.537 sS4,
23 Liam Carter 272472018 5424 $758  $1376  s1én 5435 $411 s12¢ $813 40 $14 $1.158 $4 ST
24 Desicee  Clay 9282018  $1,725  $702  S1.760  $251  $252  $1,088 685 $1276  -$189  -$383  $967  $1.548 89,
25 Amutya Calon 12872016 $1.354  S70B  S$1764  S$212  -5429 S1.265  -S158  S1997 219 -52 4 5352 $6
26 Kyter Galindo 12312018 $1,050 $529 ~8479 $205 $1834 51475 5451 S1678 $977 5434 $222 $1898 S8,
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Layer 1 — Data Table color assignments

L

£ Wl First Name Audet Date Jan

2 2002017 36
3 Let Oaidey 4142017 $288 5148 $1,339 $321 “$22% 58 $1.871 $119 $747 $T22 $139 851
4 Rowena 11172016 -$202 -$384 -§362 -$13  $1,687 -$326 $449 -$180 SN -$138  $1962 $1991  $501
5 Darin Randciph T2017 $520 $104 S1940 S1.768 51029 $649 $1.404  $1.104 $810 51955 -$388 $298 $11.3
6 Mareza Ledlanc 212018 $257 -§344 $130  $1694 $1,780 $1953 $1.102 -$13 $479 $104 $104  $1483 S8,
7 Isabel Mattingty 192016 ~$324 $830 $937 $ITe s1087 5244 $46 $242 $422 $1476 $294 $1886 S8
8 Richard Cosby 102016 $1228 $1.236 s708 -S260  $1,795  $1.774 81672 $447  $1.720 -$83 $315 $1.409 $119
9 Eisha Canales 11/25/2018 $860 S1411 “$158  $1.649 $876 S1564 $1699 $901  S1874 $1039 -$75 $282 $12,0
10 Lukas Hagan 1182017 $1.861 -$428 $3x2 $820 $286 81473 819022 -$57 $264 $906 $362 51895 506
11 Dyani Clegs 21872018 §$242 $1903 -$264  $1649 s7es $785 $1.069 $968 -$401 $474 $532 $97 5.8
12 lanthe Cinton AT/2016  $1904  $1400 515890 sa7 $971 81245 $807 $840 672 $523 $105 81301 $12
13 Kalegh Cokazo 1132018 $264 -$12  S1.775  $1.243 $60 51504 $354 $460 $351  $1562 S$1.792  §$1.945 $511.33
14 Cosima Lynn 82772007 $1418 $144 5189 ST $1588  $1643 81,108 549 $19 -$72 5454 $52 868
15 Cad Wayne TNT2017 -$400  $1.587 -$322 $1618  $1929 -$39 3670 -$152  $1876 -$330 s227 $887 §74
16 Laverne Clemons. 72172018 $1.495  $1554  $1.733  $1623 $560 $869 51104 $1540 5173 $1.144 $494  $1,760 $14,
17 Maudie Johansen 142018 $1.264 642 $379 $285 S1730 S$1.714 S1766 $1612 $805 $828 $1.738 -$257 812
18 Katarna Bryscn TRU2017 -§35 $1676 $55 $1004 $1133  $1412  $1824 -S411 $1952 $1,110  S1.318 $621  S11)
19 Louann Everett 32018 $520 -8491  S1.344 51256 $341 $438 81072 $1615  $1930 $563 -887 $600 89,
20 Marded Geove 492018 $1.330  $1.736 $173 $948  $1229 $1.101 351855 $539 $249 $25 $936 $180 $103
21 Scotty Lecne 2172017 $282 $563 sS1. ~$387 $141 $824 $1083 $1012  $1690 $13 $857 81,150 88,
22 Coben Duarte 82017 488 8127 $688 351606 31890 $1865 $1.144 $403 1A $725 8353 $1.537 S11
23 Liam Canter 272472018 -5424 $758 $1376  s181 5435 $411 s12¢ $813 S491 $14  S1,158 $4 ST,
24 Desiree Clay Q2802018 $1.725 $702  $1.769 $251 $252 81088 $685 s1276  -%189 8383 $967 81548 39,
25 Amulya Colon 12/8/2016  $1.354 $708 51,764 5,
26 Kyler Galindo 1213112018

oW 4727,
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Layer 2 — User-Defined color assignments

4 A B c D E F [ H ] 3

3 [Frsthame  LastName  AcdtDate Jan Feb  Mar  Apr May  Jun Jul

2 Sherra Ferrara 5/2012017 -$27  $1.3%0 S40  $1828 $1228 $1442 $951
3 Le Oaidey anano1? $268 8148 $28 81,339 $321 8228 $8
4 Rowena Herzog 1112016 -S202  -8384 5382 -$13  $1687 5326 3449
5 Dorin Randoiph 7R2017 $529 $104  S1.940 S1768 51,029 $649  $1.404
8 Moreza Leblane 2172018 $257  -$344 $130  S1694 S$1.780 $1953  §1.102
7 lsabel Mattingty 1972018 -$324  $830  $63T  $1M9 S1.767 8244 346
8 Richare Cosby 3102016  $1.228 $1236 $708  -S260 S1.795 $1.774  $1672
9 Exsha Canales 111252018 $850 S1411  $158  S1649 $976  $1564  $1699
10 Lukas Hagan 182017 $1.861  -3428 $a32 $820 $288 $1473  $1922
11 Dyani Clegp 21872018 $242 51903 -$284  S1649 s7es $785 $1.069
12 lanthe Cinton 4772016 $1.904  $1,409  $1589 $871 $971 81245 $807
13 Kalegh Colazo 11132016 5264 $12  S1775  $1.243 SE0 51,504 $354
14 Cosima Lynn e272017  $1.418 $144 8180 $735  $1868  $1843 81,108
15 Cad Wayre 72017 -$490  $1587 3322 $1618  $1929 -339 $670
16 Laverne Clemons 7212018 S$1495 S1554  $1.733 $1.923 $560 $899  S1.104
17 Maudie Johansen 142018 $1,.264 8842 $379 $285 $1.739  S1.714 81706
18 Katacina Bryson 712272017 -$35  $1.676 $55 S1004 $1,133  $1412 51824
19 Louann Everett 71312018 $520 8491 $1.344 51286 $341 s438  $1072
20 Marded Geove 402018 $1.330  $1.736 $173 $948 51229 $1.101  $1.855
21 Scotty Lecne 212017 $282 $&83 S1 5387 $141 $824  $1,083
22 Cohen Duarte 8672017 S488  -$127 S638 $1608 $1.890 $1885 $1.144
23 Liam Carter 27242018 5424 $758 $1.376  s161 5435 $411 s1.29
24 Desiree Clay 92872018  $1,725 $702 81,769 $251 $252 31,088 685
25 Amulya caon 12872016  $1.354 S708  $1.7864 $212  -5429 51285  -5158
26 Kyter mmmu $1,056 $&20 ~$479 $205  $1834  $1475 $451
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Layer 3 — Conditional Formatting color assignments

4 A 8 c ) E F [ H 1 J K L ™ N ) P
1 FirstName LastName AuditDate Jan Feb Mar Apt May Jun Jul Ay Sep Oct Nov Dec TOTAL
2 Sheme Ferraa 5202017 527 $13%0 sollliBEE] s1228 s1442 5951 ns???m -5467 P 51,523 JEEY
3 Lel Oakley 4142017 $288  -$148 $28  $1,339 8321 8226 -$8) $119  $747 $722 $130  $5.1
4 Rowena Herzog 111172018 -s202 -$32¢ $449 -$180 5 -$138/ $5.
5 Darin Randoph 7032017 $529 $1.404  S1104  $810 -$388 $208 S11,
6 Mantza Leblane 2172018 $257 $1.102 $13  S479  $104  $104_ $1483 S8,
7 isabel Mattingty £/192016  -$324  $830 $ - s2a2 se22  ssare s EEENY  sen
8 Richard Cosby 3102016 $1,228 $1,795 2 YR 51,720 $83  $315  $1.400 S11,
9 Elsna Canales 11252018 $860 soo SRR 51038 875 $282 $12)
10 Lukas Hagan 112017 GRS ; 922 57 s26¢  swe s BEEE e
11 Oyani Clegg 211872018 5242 903 [ $968 5401 5474 $532 S97 36,
12 tanthe Cinton anro1s IBES ? $1,58 $807 S840  $672  $523  $105  $1391 $121
13 Kaleigh Cotazo 111372018 $264 X $1.562 $1,792 51,945 B3R
14 Cosima Lymn e212017 $1,418 $1,556 3 G $72 454 $52 S8,
15 Cant Wayne 7172017 $1,58 s r $1,929 §76 -$330 s227 $837 87
16 Laverme Clemons 712172018 ss,mﬁm su
17 Maude Johansen 142018 e 3528 -$257 $12.
18 Katarna  Bryson 71222017 5 ! $1,133 : 2 $1.110 S1318  $621 $116
19 Louann Everett 773172018 $3a1 $563 887 se09  $9.1
20 Marded Grove 492018 $1.229 $25  $936  $180 S10.
21 Scotty Lecne s212017 4 $141 J K 5 $13 $857 51.150 $8,
22 Cohen Duarte 8/6/2017 $725 -sosa $11,
23 Liam Canter 212472018 3424 $813  S49t $14 $1.158 $7.
24 Desiree Clay ozaos IGEED $1,769 $1088  $685  $1276  -$189  -3383 m1 $9,
25 Amusya Cokon 1282016  $1,354 sizes  s1ssREEE se 52 $4_ 5352 $6S5
26 Kyler Galindo 1213172018 $1,089 -3434 szzz s8,

$1.478 B8] s1.678 977
LR G MR T O

Stack them atop one another like so...
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(| First N\ame LastName Audit Date Jan

2 Sherrill Ferrara 5/20/2017 5 $1,523
3 Lei Oakley 414/2017  $268  -§148 $28 . $119

4 Rowena Herzog 1/11/2016  -$202  -$384 -$180  $571

5 Darin Randolph 71312017 $529 $1404  $1.194  $810

6 Maritza Leblanc 2/1/2018  $257 $13 8479

7 lsabel Mattingly 5/19/2016  -$324  $830 $242  $422  §1476

8 Richard Cosby 3/10/2016 s447 583

9 Elisha Canales 11/25/2018 5901 MERRAZY 1039

10 |Lukas Hagan 11/9/2017 ) ; 9 $57  $264  $906

11 Dyani Clegg 2/18/2018 $968 -5401
12 lanthe Clinton 4/7/2016 B $807 $649 $672
13 Kaleigh Collaze 11/3/2016 3354 $460 $351

14 Cosima Lynn 6/27/2017 $49
15 Carl Wayne 71712017

16 Laveme Clemons 7/21/2018

17 Maudie Johansen 1/4/2018 739 . $1,796

18 Katarina Bryson 712212017 51,824 [IIETEE]

19 Louann Everett 713172018

20 Mardell Grove 4/9/2018

21 Scotty Leone 5/21/2017 : I s1,o12

22 Cohen Duarte 8/6/2017 ] 890 ] I $403 21

23 Liam Carter 2/24/2018 . $813 $491

24 Desiree Clay [TeEP IRk $1,725 $685  $1276  -§189  -$383

25 Amulya Colon 12/8/2016  $1,354 -$420  $1,265  -5158 97 $219 -$2

26 Kyler Galindo 12/31/2018_ $1,059 % B3] s1.678 $977  -5434

27 Amir Barrow mzmmrm-!;;;,o. -$324  -3129 $616 1,484 sns%
N8 | lardun Hall QrMmnia e210 o eA17T -e3En e17272 tAan e1an eTha eoan -enaa .
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